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HAB PLACEMAKING WORKSHOP REPORT
Global Urban Design recently completed a
Placemaking work shop with 14 and 15-yearold Art and Design students from Harris
Academy Bermondsey. The opportunity arose
through the RIBA Ambassador Programme. This
was fortuitous, as Global Urban Design has as a
mission, the promotion of good urban design
principles, so we are always looking for
opportunities to speak to schools about Urban
Design and careers in STEAM. Through the RIBA
programme we were partnered with the school
and encouraged to create a bespoke
workshop which we did, under the theme of
Fragments. The workshop become part of the
curriculum. The results of which form part of the
girls GCSE art portfolio.

The work shop was conducted over three
sessions, one a week and in the interim the
students would continue their work in class in
groups guided by their tutor, Head of Art and
Design Ms. Beth Sheard. Ms. Sheard was a
wonderful co-facilitator, highly enthusiastic and
supportive of our ideas for creating and
delivering a Placemaking workshop with 29
young ladies.
The theme of Fragments lent itself well to being
adapted to real world problems, so we gave
the students a real brief from Southwark
Council. The question was this:

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND £ 2.8 MILLION TO
IMPROVE YOUR LOCAL AREA?

THEME FRAGMENTS

COME UP WITH SUGGESTIONS TO IMPROVE
UNUSED, UNLOVED OR UNSAFE SPACES IN
YOUR LOCAL AREA.
We also provided example themes from the
Council, the students could focus their
responses on, as follows:
•

TRANSPORT-ROADS (TRAFFIC
MANAGEMENT)

•
•
•
•
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COMMUNITY SAFETY
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT
PLACE IMPROVEMENT
ANY OTHER ISSUE YOU IDENTIFY
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We talked the students through a community
profile of Southwark and Bermondsey, so they
could know the Client and tailor their
interventions to a demographic of their choice.
We gave an overview of the age, sex,
ethnicity, household income, religion, ability,
household tenure, education attainment and
the top concerns residents had raised with the
Council which included: housing, public realm,
transport, services and activities, things to do,
and community building. The Health data was
not comprehensive enough to include.

SOUTHWARK COUNCIL COMMUNITY PRIORITIES

We also looked at maps of the area and
highlighted, key routes, landmarks and existing
green space. We also gave an overview of the
land uses in the area which included
institutional, commercial, industrial, residential,
some mixed use and public and private open
space.
The students formed 7 groups and were asked
as a group to:
•

NAME THEMSELVES

•

DECIDE ON AN AREA TO IMPROVE

•

DECIDE ON HOW TO IMPROVE AREA

•

DOCUMENT SUGGESTIONS

•

DECIDE ON WAY TO COMMUNICATE
SUGGESTIONS & MEDIA TO ILLUSTRATE
IMPROVEMENTS, DIVIDE WORK

BERMONDSEY AREA MAP

•

WORK ON PRESENTATIONS

•

MAKE PRESENTATIONS TO THE ENTIRE CLASS

We showed the girls images of well used and
well-loved places and asked them what they
had observed from looking at the photos. We
were interested in seeing if they could identify
any common characteristics, which they did.
We talked them through place performance
evaluation, specifically comfort, safety,
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appearance, uses and activities, ease of
access and routes and sociability. We also
gave them 5 simple questions to ask themselves
and a trusted friend familiar with the area,
when they were looking at a place where they
wanted to make an intervention, to help inform
their design strategies.
We also provided illustrations as to the types of
media they could use to present their ideas.
Pencil, markers, paints, paper, carboard,
photographs, fabric, found objects, CAD
software were all included.
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We also discussed the presentation format.
Presentations included: Group name, theme
addressed, Client group, a map of their area,
photos of the area, proposal for area, either a
plan, perspective section or model, and notes
on the issues they were addressing.

•

The quality of their visual and verbal
team presentation and

•

The strategies they employed in their
solutions to improve comfort, safety,
uses and activities, ease of access,
routes and sociability, as applicable, in
the area selected.

•

How closely aligned their interventions
were with the needs of the target
demographic they had selected.

THE RESULTS
We were particularly impressed with the results
as the girls had less time to work on their
proposals during in class sessions than originally
planned.
Even with the time crunch 4 out of 7 groups
made models to illustrate their ideas.
The areas selected for Improvement by the
students included:

Some groups scored higher in some categories
than others which is to be expected. Some
groups would have benefitted significantly from
having more time to spend on presenting their
excellent ideas. Other groups needed to have
explored and resolved their ideas further. Other
groups had both good ideas and were able to
present well in the time. Overall a great life
lesson. These are experiences shared by adults
in the world of work.

•

Peckham High Street

•

Aldbury Estate -derelict site filled with
rubble and seemingly abandoned.

•

Southpark Childrens’ Area

SOUTHWARK PARK CHILDRENS’ AREA: GROUP
ARQUITECTAS

•

Central Venture Park

Theme: Place Improvement

•

West Square

•

Surrey Quays Waterfront

This group chose children and the differently
abled as their target demographic. They aimed
to make the park more accessible to children
and wheelchair users.
They did this by
proposing improvements to access, pathways
and entrances they also included an
accessible out door library, benches, baby
changing area, and accessible café. Also
mentioned were a charging and Wi-Fi area for
parents.

One group did a project focused solely on
improving public WI-FI access in Elephant and
Castle through red telephone box Wi-Fi
installations.
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
The students were assessed on the following:
•

How well they were able to provide
content that met the presentation
requirements.
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Southwark Park: Group Arquitectas

CENTRAL VENTURE PARK: GROUP URBAN BEAUTY
Theme: Place Improvement
This group chose young children and families as
their target demographic. The issue they
wanted to overcome was that the park was
unused and needed to be more accessible
and enjoyable for young children.
Their
interventions included the addition of a
climbing frame, splash pad, covered slide,
having a dedicated baby area, café and icecream shop. Other modifications included
reducing the size of the basketball court,
adding trees for shade, seating for families and
making the main park dog free to encourage
use by the religious and ethnic mix in the area,
demonstrating cultural sensitivity.
Central Venture Park

Central Venture Park: Group Urban Beauty
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WEST
SQUARE:
COOPERATION

GROUP

GENERATION

PECKHAM HIGH STREET GROUP BJA2
Theme Place Improvement

Theme: Place Improvement
This group chose a mixed demographic with
interventions geared towards children and
active adults. The park is surrounded by primary
schools.
The issue addressed was the emptiness of the
park, mostly unused and lack of activity zones.
Student sought to fill space in the park and
provide options for things to do while there.
They designated a play-ground for children,
with swings, children’s play equipment,
entertainment for children, café with outdoor
seating so people can linger over food and
drink and enjoy wi-fi. They also added benches,
a water fountain with led lighting and a sports
area. Included in the scheme was a
performance area with a stage for groups to
perform. They also considered access to the
park and routes there and they put in bike
racks to encourage people to cycle to the
park.

This group also had a mixed demographic with
an emphasis on shoppers (of all ages), also
included were shop keepers and residents.
The issues to be addressed were the tired, dirty
appearance of the street, the clutter of the
shop signage, tired looking building facades
and vacant shopfronts, and the litter on the
street.
Students in this group surveyed people in
Peckham High Street to ascertain what they
thought were the key issues to address. They
were the only group to seek input from people
in their chosen area.
Responses included: more lighting for safety,
addressing the rubbish, more CCTV, inviting
benches so people especially the elderly could
sit, entertainment and improving shopfronts.
Group Interventions included new shops and
changing the use of shops that were not
working to give a better mix of uses to foster
vitality, improving the shop fronts and facades,
streamlining
and
improving
signage,
incorporating seasonal
decorations
and
lighting,
improving lighting generally to
increase safety, providing more entertainment
to create a welcoming atmosphere around
rest and pause areas so people can sit and
enjoy. Also cleaning and clearing the streets,
emptying bins and increasing the number of
rubbish bins to cope with the litter.

Generation Cooperation Presentation Board
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BJA2 presentation Board

small children, babies and mothers, baby area,
information center for child friendly activities in
the area, library with reading areas, games
department for having fun, a careers centre,
arts, drama and music studios, lab for gaming
and design, roof top green house, etc. The
students made the building universally
accessible and included both ramps and lifts.

Building with drawings of uses for each floor.

Detail showing Bins, lighting, entertainment and
attractive shopfront on Peckham High Street.
ALBURY ESTATE SITE (IN FRONT OF BURGHESS
PARK): GROUP ZSSA
Theme: Place Improvement
This group had as their target demographic,
small children and their mums/families.
Their intervention was the removal of rubble
from the site and the construction of a 6-story
building and landscaping the grounds to
create a playground and garden. The building
would serve as a Child Care and Art Center.
The building uses include: a main reception, for
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Detail of Library Floor
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Detail of Arts Department

protect marine life and prevent litter. The glass
fence had lighting along the edge that
changed colour to add interest. A glass dome
for
shelter,
increased
planting
and
landscaping, with benches and receptacles.
They also proposed activating the area at night
with music and night time activities and events
to attract more people.
ELEPHANT AND CASTLE: GROUP YELLOW TAPE
Theme Other

WATER FRONT AREA SURREY QUAYS: GROUP ERB

This group proposed installing Red Telephone
boxes with USB ports for charging phones and
to access free WI-FI. Existing telephone boxes
were to be refurbished.

Theme: Environmental and Place Improvement
This group tried to respond to several issues,
people leaving litter, reducing water pollution,
protecting marine life, improving attractiveness
and liveliness and a lack of weather protection.
Generally, they wanted to make the place
more welcoming.

Detail of Model of Telephone box

Their interventions included a high glass fence
or enclosure around the water’s edge, to
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Presentation Board for Group Yellow Tape
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Conclusion
All the students took the assignment seriously
and worked very hard in the time they had to
complete their projects. Listening to the
student’s presentations it was clear most had
understood what was said in the workshops,
about Placemaking, internalized it, and
applied it to their chosen areas.
At the end of each presentation the students
asked the presenting groups about their
presentation and gave each other feedback.
Generally, most groups understood who they
were trying to help, i.e. the target
demographic. They were also able to articulate
the issues they identified and were trying to
solve through their interventions and proposals.

Presentation Board Group Arquitectas

Overall it was a thoroughly enjoyable
experience of teaching and learning from young
people. I concluded that we need to value the
community at all ages, as experts and work with
them in the Placemaking Process. I would
happily conduct a placemaking work shop
with young people again. I especially enjoyed
working with Ms. Beth Sheard Head of Art and
Design at Harris Academy Bermondsey
(HAB)and Stacey from the RIBA Ambassadors
Programme.
Many thanks to all involved, especially the
students.
Presentation Board Group ZSSA
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